
The Choir School
of Newport County

A unique team training program 
for musicians ages 4 and up

Learning    Leadership
Character     Service     Fun!

Several branches in a new 
partnership of Newport churches and 

community arts organizations

Call today for an interview   (401) 848-2562  
or visit  thechoirschoolri.orgT
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The Choir School

Panel, Round Table Discussion, Monday:   

Stephan Griffin, Organist/Choirmaster, Trinity Church, Newport  

A native of Monkton, Maryland, Stephan Griffin holds a Master’s degree in Organ Performance 
from The University of Texas at Austin where his principal teachers were Drs. Gerre and Judith 
Hancock. Equally at home as a singer, he earned a BMus in Vocal Performance from Boston Uni-
versity, where he studied voice with Susan Ormont and has done additional studies at the Royal 

College of Music in London with Stephen Roberts. Stephan has been privileged to sing with ensembles including 
Texas Early Music Project, Ensemble Settecento (chorus master & baritone soloist), the Marsh Chapel Choir, 
and the Compline Choir of St. David’s Church (Austin, TX). He is currently pursuing his DMA in Organ Perfor-
mance at Boston University under Peter Sykes. He joined Trinity’s staff as Director of Music in September 2013, 
and has established a new community-based youth choir, funded in part by a grant from the Congregational 
Development Commission of the Diocese of Rhode Island. 

Bert Landman, Founder/Director, The Choir School of Hartford; Secretary, RSCM America

Mr. Landman served as organist and choirmaster at Lutheran and Episcopal churches in Virginia, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, Tennessee and Georgia before coming to Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Hartford, Connecticut, as Director of Music Ministry in 2005. In 2007, building on the 

success of the Trinity Choristers, he persuaded the church to launch The Choir School of Hartford, of which 
he serves as Music Director. He is an active composer and arranger of choral, organ and orchestral music. He 
currently serves on the boards of The Choir School of Hartford, Integrity/Connecticut, and RSCM America. In 
addition to his musical interest, he is a certified Landscape Designer and enjoys exploring local waterways in his 
kayak when not engaged in performing, conducting or gardening.

David Pulliam, Organist/Choirmaster, Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield, Massachusetts  

H. David Pulliam joined the staff of Christ Church Cathedral on the First Sunday in Lent, 2013, after 
his tenure at Christ Episcopal Church in Martinsville, Virginia. He has been a featured performer at 
the national conventions of the Organ Historical Society, the Hymn Society of the United States and 

Canada, the Music Teachers National Association. He can also be heard on Raven Records’ What Good News The 
Angels Bring! An Old Salem Christmas with the Winston-Salem Youth Chorus. Nationally recognized as a trainer 
of young voices, David is affiliated with the Royal School of Church Music in America (RSCMA). Frequently
serving on the faculty of the organization’s Summer Training Courses, he is one the RSCM’s eleven official 
Awards Examiners in the United States.

The Rev. Susan Wrathall, Rector, St. Mark’s Church, Warwick, Rhode Island

Mother Wrathall is a native Rhode Islander who spent much of her adult life as a special education 
and first grade teacher in the Westerly School Department. She received her BS in Elementary 
Education in 1974 and Masters in Education in 1977 from Rhode Island College. After a full 
career in education she answered God’s call to ordained ministry, earning a Master of Divinity in 
2006 from the General Theological Seminary in New York City. Mother Susan served as Assistant 

to the Rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Pawtucket for almost three and one-half years before being called 
as the fourth rector of St. Mark’s in September 2009. She is the proud grandmother of four and is only too happy 
to show pictures.

AAM  Region  I 
2014 Mid-Winter Conference
February 16 & 17
Newport, Rhode Island
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Founding Faculty, Teen Mentors 
and Clergy, from upper left:
Peter S. Berton, Executive Director 
(Church of St. John the Evangelist); 
Joseph Burdick; Thomas Burdick Jr.;
Cody Mead (St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church); Madeline Green; Stephan 
Griffin (Trinity Episcopal Church); 
Daaé Ransom; Waylon Whitley 
(Emmanuel Episcopal Church); 
The Rev. Nathan J. A. Humphrey;
The Rev. Canon Anne Marie Richards; 
The Rev. Dr. Anita Louise Schell.
Profiles at:  thechoirschoolri.org

Professional training in music, and skills for life!
In three ensembles to suit your age & schedule

*  The ensembles of  The Choir School give boys and girls a   
    special opportunity for developing the values of self-esteem, a 
    positive attitude, respect, team spirit, discipline, and service to 
    others. Making music at the highest level, ultimately alongside   
    adult singers, with professional, adult expectations, is the 
    vehicle for developing these gifts.  We teach more than just    
    music skills; our training can be an essential part of the whole 
    formation of a child, instilling confidence for life’s challenges
* New singers ages 4 to 15 (unchanged voices for boys) may join    
    at any time, the sooner the better to be eligible for tours
*  Visit us for a rehearsal, concert or service; phone or email the 
    administrative office to arrange an informal interview
* No prior training or experience is expected or required
* Children of any religious affiliation, or no affiliation, are warmly   
    welcomed.  While our faculty and services are Episcopal and 
    Roman Catholic, religious affiliation is not expected of students.
* Classes begin the week of September 12.
*  Visit our website to learn more!  thechoirschoolri.org
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Our Mission

     Forming Lives of Character and Service 
	 through the joy and discipline of choral music,
	 enabled by a unified curriculum and the faculty resources 	
	 of several participating institutions.

Affiliated Ensembles

     Newport Community Youth Choir    
		  a program of Trinity Church

	 Open to all students in grades 2 through 6, this group 	
	 performs throughout the community in a variety of 
	 settings including Trinity’s Christmas on Historic Hill and 	
	 the annual Spring Concert.  A free program.

       Preparatory Choir:  “Emmanuel Angel Choir”    
		  a program of Emmanuel Church

	 Open to all students ages 4 to 6, building on the 
	 foundation of Emmanuel Day School (EDS) and the 
	 preschool curriculum Music Together
	 Tuition $80 / semester (reduced rate for EDS students)

     Professional Choristers     a program of 			            	
		  the Church of Saint John the Evangelist

    	 An auditioned program for ages 7 and up; boy and girl
	 choristers are paid a stipend for rehearsals and services, 	
           based on performance & experience ($15-$40 per month)
	 Tuition $100 / semester. Scholarships available. 

Our Goals

  * Forming lives of Character and Service
  * Enriching the musical life of the greater Newport County 
community and participating churches through training, services 
and concerts. Choristers trained at The Choir School enrich 
their home church choir programs; concerts educate & enrich all
  * Domestic tour (St. Paul’s Church K Street, and the National 
     Cathedral, Washington, DC)   Summer 2016; ages 8 and up
  * England Training Tour, working with and observing English  
     Cathedral choirs   Two weeks, Summer 2018; ages 9 and up

Fees      Preparatory Choir and Professional Choristers have 
training materials and uniform fees, with scholarships available; 
apply for aid by confidential request to clergy. 

Parents  will find a network of support awaiting them, 
including carpooling from many locations in Newport County. 
Since few children can envision the enjoyment and long-term 
reward of a choir experience, parental initiative and involvement 
is critical when considering membership. 

The ensembles combine for training, tours, festivals with 
     other choir programs, and concerts.  

     The Choir School uses the acclaimed “Voice for Life” 
voice and music theory training curriculum of the 

Royal School of Church Music in America.

Partnering institutions 
are beautiful, child-safe, inspiring places.Newport Community Youth Choir

rehearsing at Trinity Church

Professional choristers enjoying a 
lighter moment by the bay

before a service lineup

At the National Cathedral, Washington, DC in July, 2016

Weekly Schedule  Fall 2016

	 Newport Community Youth Choir (starts Sept. 14)
		  Wednesdays at Trinity Church, 4:30 to 5:30 pm

	 Preparatory Choir (starts Sept. 15)
		  Thursdays at Emmanuel Church, 4:00 to 4:30 pm

	 Professional Choristers (starts Sept. 13)   Every Tuesday &
	             Thursday at the Church of Saint John the Evangelist
	      Tuesdays 4:15 to 5:45 pm (includes theory class)
	    Thursdays 5:00-7:30 pm (includes dinner provided)    
             * Boys one Sunday morning per month, girls one Sunday 	
	       morning per month: 8:45 am rehearsal, 10 am service
	   * Two Sunday afternoons a month (Choral Evensong): 
 	      2:30 pm rehearsal, 4 pm service (Boys and girls)
	   * Professional choristers also sing at Trinity, Emmanuel 	
	       and St. Mary’s churches twice per year


